BEFORE THE TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING
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ORDER OF THE BOARD
On this ‘day, the Texas Board of N‘ursing, hereinafter referred to as the Board,
accepted the voluntary surrender of Vocational Nurse License Number 95213, issued to CAROLYN
DARLENE HOUPT, hereinafter referred to as Respondent, This action was taken in accordance

with Section 301.453(c), Texas Occupations Code.

Respondent waived representation by counsel, informal conference, notice and

hearing.
The Board makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.
FINDINGS OF FACT
1. Respondent is currently licensed to practice vocational nursing in the State of Texas.
2. Resporident waived representation by counsel, informal conference, notice and hearing.
3. Respondent received a Certificate in Vocational Nursing from Pasadena School of

Vocational Nursing, Pasadena, Texas on January 11, 1982. Respondent was licensed to
practice professional nursing in the State of Texas in May 27, 1982.

4. Respondent's vocational nursing employment history includes:
1982-9/04 Unknown
10/04-8/05 Charge Nurse Friendship Haven

Friendswood, Texas

9/05-2/06 Unknown
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Respondent's vocational nursing employment history continued:

3/06-6/06 LVN AMED Home Health
Texas City, Texas

7/06-6/07 Unknown

7/07-9/07 LVN The Pointe Rehabilitation
Webster, Texas

10/07-Present Unknown

5. On or about September 6, 2007, while employed with The Pointe Rehabilitation, Webster,
Texas, Respondent lacked fitness to practice vocational nursing in that she exhibited
impaired behavior while on duty including, but not limited to, acting irrational and
suspicious. Respondent's condition could have affected her ability to recognize subtle signs,
symptoms or changes in patients’ conditions, and could have affected her ability to make
rational, accurate, and appropriate assessments, judgments, and decisions regarding patient
care, thereby placing the patients in potential danger.

6. On or about September 6, 2007, while employed with The Pointe Rehabilitation, Webster,
Texas, Respondent engaged in the intemperate use of Cannabinoid and Cocaine, in that she
produced a specimen for drug screening which resulted positive for Cannabinoid and
Cocaine. Possession of Cannabinoid and Cocaine is prohibited by Chapter 481 of the Texas
Health & Safety Code (Controlled Substances Act). The use of Cannabinoid and Cocaine
by a Registered Nurse, while subject to call or duty, could impair the nurse's ability to
recognize subtle signs, symptoms or changes in the patient's condition, and could impair the
nurse's ability to make rational, accurate, and appropriate assessments, judgments, and
decisions regarding patient care, thereby placing the patient in potential danger.

7. On or about January 22, 2008, Respondent plead "GUILTY" and was convicted of
"POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE PG 1 < 1G" (a State Jail Felony
offense committed on January 14, 2008) in the 209th District Court, Harris County, Texas,
Case Number 1149366. Respondent was sentenced to thirty (30) days confinement in
County Jail and ordered to pay court costs.

8. On or about February 25, 2008, Respondent plead "GUILTY" for "POSSESSION OF A
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE PG 1 < 1G" ( a State Jail Felony offense committed on
February 21, 2008) in the 338th District Court, Harris County, Texas, Case Number
1154853, Respondent's adjudication of guilt was deferred and Respondent was placed on
Community Supervision for three (3) years and ordered to pay a fine.
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10.

11.

12.
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On or about March 25, 2008, Respondent submitted a Texas Online Renewal Document to
the Texas Board of Nursing in which she provided false, deceptive, and /or misleading
information in that she answered "No" to the following question:

"Have you, within the past 24 months or since your last renewal, for any criminal
offense, including those pending appeal:

been convicted of a misdemeanor?

been convicted of a felony?

pled nolo contendere, no contest, or guilty?

received deferred adjudication?

been placed on community supervision or court-ordered probation,
whether or not adjudicated guilty?

F. been sentenced to serve jail or prison time? court-ordered confinement?..."

moOw»

On or about January 22, 2008, Respondent plead "GUILTY" and was convicted of
"POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE PG 1 < 1G" (a State Jail Felony
offense committed on January 14, 2008) in the 209th District Court, Harris County, Texas,
Case Number 1149366. Respondent was sentenced to thirty (30) days confinement in
County Jail and ordered to pay court costs.

On or about February 25, 2008, Respondent plead "GUILTY" for "POSSESSION OF A
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE PG 1 < 1G" ( a State Jail Felony offense committed on
February 21, 2008) in the 338th District Court, Harris County, Texas, Case Number
1154853. Respondent's adjudication of guilt was deferred and Respondent was placed on
Community Supervision for three (3) years and ordered to pay a fine.

On May 19, 2009, Respondent submitted a statement to the Board voluntarily surrendering
the right to practice vocational nursing in Texas. A copy of the statement dated May 19,2009
is attached and incorporated herein by reference as part of this Order.

The Board policy implementing Rule 213.29 in effect on the date of this Agreed Order
provides discretion by the Executive Director for consideration of conditional reinstatement
after proof of twelve (12) consecutive months of abstinence from alcohol and drugs followed
by licensure limitations/stipulations and/or peer assistance program participation.

The Board finds that there exists serious risks to public health and safety as a result of
impaired nursing care due to intemperate use of controlled substances or chemical
dependency.
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. Pﬁrsuant to Texas Occupatiofls Code, Sections 301.451-301.555, the Board has jurisdiction
over this matter.

2. Notice was served in accordance with law.

3. The above action constitutes grounds for disciplinary action in accordance with Section
301.452(b)(3),(9)&(10),Texas Occupations Code, and 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE
§217.12(1)(A)&(B),(5),(10)(A),(10)(D),(1 1)(B)&(13).

4. Under Section 301.453(c), Texas Occupations Code, the Board has the authority to accept
the voluntary surrender of a license.

5. Under Section 301.453(d), Texas Occupations Code, the Board may impose conditions for
reinstatement of licensure.

6. Any subsequent reinstatement of this license will be controlled by Section 301.452 (b), Texas

Occupations Code, and 22 TAC§§213.26-.29, and any amendments thereof in effect at the
time of the reinstatement.
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ORDER

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the voluntary surrender of Vocational

Nurse License Number 95213, heretofore issued to CAROLYN DARLENE HOUPT, to practice

vocational nursing in the State of Texas, is accepted by the Executive Director on behalf of the Texas

Board of Nursing. In connection with this acceptance, the Board imposes the following conditions:

RESPONDENT SHALL immediately deliver the wallet-size license, heretofore
issued to CAROLYN DARLENE HOUPT, to the office of the Board of Nurse
Examiners.

RESPONDENT SHALL NOT practice vocational nursing, use the title of
“yocational nurse” or the abbreviation “LVN” or wear any insignia identifying
herself as a vocational nurse or use any designation which, directly or indirectly,
would lead any person to believe that RESPONDENT is aregistered nurse during the
petiod in which the license is surrendered.

RESPONDENT SHALL NOT petition for reinstatement of licensure until: one (1)
year has elapsed from the date of this Order; and, RESPONDENT has obtained
objective, verifiable proof of twelve (12) consecutive months of sobriety immediately
preceding the petition.

Upon petitioning for reinstatement, RESPONDENT SHALL satisfy all then existing
requirements for relicensure.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that this Order SHALL be applicable

to Respondent's multistate licensure privilege, if any, to practice vocational nursing in compact

states.

\\“‘””””/I

\ ‘t,
S OF N.{{@@eaﬁve this 20" day of May, 2009.
. -“‘f/ "

z TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING

S g - ;2 %Z
" g @ “" .
et eSS By: s e

Foa Katherine A. Thomas, MN, RN
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Executive Director on behalf
of said Board
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